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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item
by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being
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1. Name of Property

historic name _Downtown Bennington Historic District (Boundary Increase)
other names/site number _n/a

2. Location

street & number _North Street, Main Street, Silver Street

not for publication n/a

city ortown _Bennington  vicinity n/a

state _Vermont code _VT county _ Bennington _ code _003
zip code 05201

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this ¢
nomination _____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR
Part 60. In my opinion, the property _x meets ____ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that
this property be considered significant __ nationally x  statewidey  locally. (__ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

H-10-073
Date
Vermont S tate Historic Pres ervation Office
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (__ See continuation

sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. National Park Service Certification

I hereb¥ certify that this property is:

i/ entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the
National Register
____See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register

other (explain):

s

i
USignature of Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
__X private
__X_public-local
__ public-State
____public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
__ building(s)
_x district
___ site
____structure
____object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

24 14 buildings
sites

1 structures
objects

25 14 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the
National Register _ 1

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _Domestic Sub:_single dwelling
Domestic secondary structure
Commerce/Trade department store
Commerce/Trade business
Commerce/Trade professional
Commerce/Trade specialty store
Social meeting hall
Education school
Education library
Recreation theater
Religion religious facility
Transportation road-related

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Commerce/Trade Sub:__business
Commerce/Trade professional
Commerce/Trade specialty store
Commerce/Trade restaurant
Commerce/Trade warehouse
Religion religious facility
Social meeting hall
Education library
Transportation road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival
Italianate

Gothic

Renaissance Revival
Colonial Revival
Classical Revival
International Style
Art Deco

Other: Post Modern

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _stone
roof __ slate
walls _weatherboard
other__brick
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Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

x A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

x  C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents

the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:
A owned by areligious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or a grave.
D acemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Politics/Government
Transportation

Period of Significance _1835-1957

Significant Dates _1852

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
n/a
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Cultural Affiliation _n/a

Architect/Builder Thomas J. Harvey & Son
Harding and Seaver
Turner, Herbert
Gunson & Emery
Nevins-Morrissey, Inc.
Gilson, Calvin
Montague, Smith
Dunham, Walter or Dewey

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
____previously listed in the National Register

___previously determined eligible by the National Register

___ designated a National Historic Landmark

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_x_State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State agency

___ Federal agency

___Local government

___ University

___ Other

Name of repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing ~ Zone Easting Northing
118 6471154748978 4 18 647532 4748480
218 6473284748972 5 18 6473004748450
318 6475464748698 6 18 647120 4748450

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paula Sagerman, Historic Preservation Consultant

organization _n/a date _December 3, 2007
street & number _7 Winter Haven Dr. telephone _(802) 464-5179
city or town _Wilmington state _VT zip code _05363

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours
per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the
form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division,
National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Description

This National Register nomination reflects a resurvey and boundary increase to the original
Downtown Bennington Historic District, which was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1980. The original nomination included forty-six resources, thirty-seven of which
remain standing in the historic district, #1-11, 13-23, 26-28, 30, 34, 37-48 of the original
nomination. (The count does not match the listed remaining properties because of the use of a
different National Register counting system in 1980). Since the original nomination was
completed, one non-historic resource on Main Street was demolished (#12), seven historic
resources on North Street were demolished (#24, 25, 31, 32, 33, 35, and 36), and one historic
resource on North Street was moved to outside the historic district (#29). Two non-contributing
resources from the original nomination are now contributing due to the fact that they are now
over fifty years of age (#9 and 36 of amended nomination). The amended area of the historic
district has a total of thirty-nine resources, and there is a total of seventy-six resources in the
entire historic district — thirty-seven remaining resources in the original historic district plus the
thirty-nine resources in the amended area.

The historic district boundary increase includes extensions on Main Street and North Street, and
one property on Silver Street. On Main Street west of Route 7, two properties are being added
on the south side of the street (#33 and 37). On Main Street east of Route 7, the historic district
is being extended several blocks, to just east of Silver Street. On North Street, one property and
one bridge are being added to the north end of the existing historic district (#31 and 32). The
boundary increase adds residential, commercial, ecclesiastical, fraternal, transportation, and
educational resources to the historic district, and reflects, to a greater degree than the original
nomination, the rich and diverse architecture and streetscapes of Bennington village. The
amended historic district includes a total of seventy-three primary resources. All of the original
individual property descriptions have been renumbered and rewritten. (See the individual
property titles for the property numbers associated with the original nomination.)

The Downtown Bennington Historic District is a unique, densely-settled historic district
composed of diverse streetscapes, and is the cultural, political and commercial center of the
Town of Bennington. The focal point of the cross-shaped historic district is Putnam Square, also
known as the Four Comners, which is in the heart of the village at the intersection of Vermont
Routes 7 and 9. The Walloomsac River flows east-west through the village and crosses the north
end of the historic district. The historic district includes sections of Route 7 (South Street and
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North Street), which runs north-south and Route 9 (Main Street on both sides of Route 7), which
runs east-west.

The South Street section of the historic district lies between Main Street and Elm Street. Elm
Street was chosen as the southern boundary due to the non-historic resources that lie south of this
street. The North Street section is between Main Street and the Walloomsac River, with the
exception of the historic bridge that carries North Street over the river, and one property north of
the river, the former St. Francis de Sales Academy. North of this, the character of the street is
changed due to non-historic resources. The Main Street section west of Route 7 includes half the
block between Route 7 and Depot Street. This point was chosen as the western boundary of the
historic district due to the non-historic resources that lie west of this point. The Main Street
section east of Route 7 extends to just east of Silver Street, including two properties east of
Silver Street. This point was chosen as the eastern boundary due to the non-historic resources
that lie east of this point and because the streetscape also becomes residential in character. The
historic district boundary follows the outer perimeter property lines of the parcels that lie
adjacent to the streets in the historic district.

The historic district is primarily commercial in character, but the seventy-three primary resources
also include a mix of domestic, civic, fraternal, educational and ecclesiastical buildings, a
transportation structure, and domestic buildings that have been converted to commercial uses.
There is a rich variety of historic architectural styles ranging from the second quarter of the
nineteenth-century to the end of the twentieth century, including Greek Revival, Italianate,
Second Empire, Renaissance Revival, High Victorian Gothic, Colonial Revival, Neo-Classical
Revival, Tudor Revival, Bungalow, Art Deco, American International Style, and Post-Modern.
There are also good examples of historic storefront commercial and industrial buildings. Fifty-
eight of the seventy-three primary resources contribute to the historic district's significance. The
historic structures and streetscapes sufficiently depict the historic appearance of the historic
district, which retains to a large degree its integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association.

Although all the streets in the historic district have a downtown feeling, each street has its own
character. South Street has mostly detached buildings that depict a variety of architectural styles,
dates, uses, and materials. There are three government buildings, the c. 1846 Greek Revival
Town Offices (#4), the 1936 Colonial Revival Bennington County Courthouse (#3), and the 1914
Neo-Classical Revival Post Office (#8), which is now the local police station. There is another
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building on this street that serves the public, the c. 1845 Greek Revival Blacksmith Shop (#2),
which is now a Welcome Center. South Street also includes a large industrial structure (#1).
Closer to Putnam Square, the principal intersection in the village, the character of the street
changes and consists of historic three-story brick Italianate commercial buildings with storefronts
(#10, 11, and 12). Three properties on South Street also have larger lots and building setbacks
compared to the other properties in the historic district (#2, 3, and 4).

North Street has developed in a way so that much of the west side of the street is lined with
attached one-story and two-story storefront buildings, including some two-story Italianate
structures. Although some of these buildings have been altered to the point where they have lost
their historic status, the historic streetscape of storefront buildings with no setback has been
retained. On the other hand, the east side of the street was historically composed of detached
Greek Revival dwellings and stores. In the past twenty years, this side of the street has
experienced the loss of most of the historic Greek Revival dwellings; remaining are a former
Greek Revival house (#20) and one Greek Revival store (#16). Replacing the lost dwellings are
parking lots and a Neo-Colonial Revival bank (#24).

At the north end of the historic district the North Street streetscape changes on both sides of the
street, where there is a cluster of significant masonry historic structures. On the west side of the
street, on the banks of the Walloomsac River, are a ¢. 1924 automobile showroom (#29) and a
mid nineteenth century industrial complex (#30). On the east side of the street, there are an 1842
foundry (#27) and an 1899 Renaissance Revival school (#32). This cluster of buildings
surrounds the 1936 paneled steel girder bridge that carries North Street over the Walloomsac
River (#31).

Within the historic district, Main Street west of Route 7 is dominated by historic two and three-
story brick commercial buildings, including a large brick industrial building (#33). Putnam
Square, the focal point of the historic district, has significant historic buildings on three of its
four corners: The 1870 three-story brick Italianate Putnam Hotel (#12), the 1886 three-story
brick High Victorian Gothic Post Office/County National Bank (#40), and the 1931 Neo-
Classical Revival marble First National Bank (#38). All four buildings help define this important
intersection by having angled or rounded corners.

Main Street east of Route 7 is mostly a mix of attached masonry commercial structures that range
from one to three stories and that date from 1845 to 2006. Exceptions include semi-public
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buildings such as the 1833/1906 High Victorian Gothic Methodist Church (#52), the 1912 Tudor
Revival Masonic Temple (#65), the 1959 American International Style Vermont Bank & Trust
Company (#64), the 1972 former Dunkin Donuts building (#57), and a public building, the 1865
Renaissance Revival Bennington Free Public Library (#67). Exceptions also include four 1830s-
1840s Greek Revival former residences (#54, 60, 62 and 68). Although these buildings are
detached, they are in close proximity to the adjacent structures, retaining the closely-spaced
rhythm of the streetscape. The only breaks in the streetscape are a large empty lot, which is the
location of a historic commercial building that burned down in 1992 (between #60 and 61), and
the Dunkin Donuts building, which has a large setback (#57).

Throughout its two hundred years of history, Bennington village has experienced growth and
change. The historic resources date from the 1830s to 1950, and the non-historic resources date
from the 1950s to 2006, and therefore also display a variety of building types and uses and
architectural styles. This diversity is one of the most important features of the historic district
and instead of creating a disjointed appearance, the village maintains to a large degree its visual
continuity of densely settled rows of buildings, interspersed with detached, intact, significant
nineteenth century and early twentieth century resources that enhance the historic appearance of
the streetscapes. This continuity, in addition to the architectural diversity, gives the historic
district its special sense of place. The loss of historic structures in Bennington village is due
mostly to the numerous fires that have plagued Main Street throughout the both the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, but must also be attributed to the removal of structures on the east side
of North Street to make way for parking lots and a modern commercial building.

The oldest surviving buildings in the historic district are mostly wood frame 2-1/2 story Greek
Revival dwellings constructed in the 1830s and 1840s (#4, 7, 20, 26, 54, 60, and 62). All of
these have been converted to other uses, including the Root House, which has been the Town
Offices since the early 1920s (#4). Other early buildings include the 1847 brick Greek Revival
Lyons House (#68), two 1840s stone gable-roofed industrial buildings (#2 and 27), and the two
oldest surviving stores in the historic district, a detached wood frame c¢. 1850 1-1/2 story Greek
Revival building (#16), and a c. 1845 three-story brick structure facing Main Street, which is now
part of the Chittenden Bank complex (#40). Other mid nineteenth century structures include the
1851 Stark Hose building (#17), Bennington’s oldest surviving fire house and one of its only
Second Empire style structures, and the c. 1855 brick Eagle Iron Works factory and its detached
office (#30).
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Structures that date to the last half of the nineteenth century are much different than the earlier
ones and reflect Bennington’s commercial and industrial progress during this century. Most of
these are substantial two and three story brick blocks. One of the oldest brick blocks in the
historic district is the Renaissance Revival 1865 Bennington Free Public Library (#67), which
remains the library to this day. At Putnam Square, there are three adjacent, large, three-story
brick Italianate structures, the 1865 Park/Drysdale Block (#10), the 1870 South Shire Bennington
County Courthouse (#11), and the 1870 Putnam Hotel (#12). Across Main Street from the
Putnam Hotel is the 1868 brick three-story Italianate First National Bank of Bennington (#35),
and across South Street from the Putnam Hotel is the 1886 three-story brick High Victorian
Gothic Post Office/County National Bank building (#40). Wood frame Italianate blocks from
this time period are scattered on North Street and Main Street (#21, 22, 28, 43, 56, and 63).

Larger multi-bay masonry commercial blocks were constructed toward the end of the nineteenth
century, including the c. 1895 three story brick A.H. Winslow Block (#37), which was later
expanded, and the 1896 three story brick Ritchie Block (#59), which is individually listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. Other brick commercial blocks of this period were also
constructed near the east end of the historic district (#70, 71 and 72).

Monumental detached public and semi-public buildings dating from the early twentieth century
are scattered around the historic district. One of the oldest surviving structures in the historic
district is the 1833 stone Methodist Church, which is now the rear section of a 1906 High
Victorian Gothic Methodist Church (#52). Others include the 1899 Renaissance Revival St.
Francis de Sales Academy (#32), the 1912 Tudor Revival Masonic Temple (#65), the 1914 Neo-
Classical Revival Post Office (#8), the 1931 Neo-Classical Revival First National Bank of
Bennington (#38), and the 1936 Colonial Revival South Shire Bennington County Courthouse
(#3). In 1936, a Colonial Revival building was constructed as an annex to the public library; it
faces Silver Street (#67).

There are also several early twentieth century detached brick industrial structures scattered
around the historic district, including the c. 1904 Furniture Warehouse at the rear of a building on
Main Street (#70A), the 1920 Bennington Garage (#34), the c. 1924 Taylor’s Garage (#29), and
the 1927 Marshall’s Garage (#1).

Early twentieth century commercial buildings include wood frame blocks on North Street such as
the ¢. 1920 wood frame Italianate store that later became King’s Shoe Repair (#25). Main Street
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buildings from this time include the yellow-brick 1924 Cone Block (#51), the 1929 stone-veneer
Neo-Classical Revival Fienberg block (#53), and the c. 1927 two-story brick A&P grocery (#61).
The only building that remains a single-family dwelling within the historic district is a c. 1920
Bungalow (#6) located behind the Town Offices.

The most recently constructed historic resources are two-story brick commercial structures. Two
were built next to each other in 1946 on Main Street (#48 and 50), and one was built in 1950 on
South Street (#9) between the two former post office buildings. All of these buildings have
appearances and setbacks that help retain the historic streetscape character. A c. 1902 Colonial
Revival office building was moved to North Street in 1987 (#18).

The Downtown Bennington Historic District has intact examples of almost every type of historic
resource generally found in Vermont villages of its size, including a town hall (#4), two post
offices (#8 and 40), two courthouses (#3 and 11), a school (#32), a hotel (#12), one, two and
three-story commercial storefront buildings dating from a 100 year period, industrial buildings
(#1, 2,27, 29, 30 and 34), a church (#52), three banks (#35, 38 and 40), a fire house (#17), a
library (#67), a Masonic Temple (#65), a bridge (#31), and single family and multi-family
dwellings (although interestingly, there are no buildings that are strictly apartment blocks in the
historic district).

Individual Descriptions

1. Marshall’s Garage/Bijur Lubricating Corp., 210 South St., 1927/c. 1945/¢c. 1960/2003,
contributing (#48 of original district)

This large multi-section brick industrial structure is located on the east side of South Street
between Union Street and Hillside Avenue, and is in close proximity to all three streets. (The
northwest corner of this street block is a separate property.) The South Street section faces west
and has a rectangular footprint oriented parallel to Hillside Avenue. The Union Street section
faces north and has a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to Union Street. The northeast
corner of the South Street section is attached to the southwest corner of the Union Street via a
connector section which projects northwest into the courtyard at the northwest corner of the
property. There is a large parking lot east of the Union Street section.
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All of the sections have brick veneer walls with brick piers and flat roofs with concrete copings.
The front section of the South Street building is a symmetrical Neo-Classical Revival block that
is two bays deep with each bay defined by large brick piers and corner pilasters. It has a two-
story central pavilion with a reproduction Georgian doorway surround with fluted pilasters, a
transom light and segmental-arched pediment. Above the doorway is a recessed arched panel.
Flanking the doorway are three window bays which are divided by pilasters that are interrupted
by first and second story entablatures.

The first story of the front elevation, and the front two bays of the side elevations, have regularly-
spaced twelve-over-twelve wood windows with eight-pane round-arched tops, and concrete
impost blocks and keystones. Above these, the second story has six-over-six wood windows
with concrete keystones. The rest of the long elevations of the South Street section (eight bays
behind/east of the front two bays) have large brick piers separating the banks of double-hung
modern metal-framed windows. Beneath the second story windows are spandrels of oversized
brown-glazed bricks laid in an American-bond pattern. The first story has paired windows and
the second story has banks of six windows.

The six bay by nine bay Union Street section has a raised concrete foundation, brick veneer
walls, brick corner pilasters, a concrete lintelcourse at the second story windows that meets the
top of brick concrete-capped piers that separate every other bay, a concrete lintelcourse at the
first story windows that is interrupted by the piers, concrete window sills, concrete diamond
medallions between the first and second story windows, and two by five horizontal steel-framed
industrial windows. The brick juncture building has three sections: the one in the corner is a two
story brick structure that matches the Union Street section of the complex; west of this is a one-
story brick structure topped with a glazed addition, and west of this there is a two-story glazed
entry vestibule addition.

The front Neo-Classical Revival section and the first story of the rest of the South Street section
were built in 1927 as an automobile garage and showroom. The Neo-Classical Revival section,
which now has arched double hung windows, originally had large storefront windows at the first
story and steel industrial sash at the second story. The second story of the rear section was added
after 1956, which is probably when the front section was remodeled in the Neo-Classical Revival
style. Based on their appearance, these alterations probably took place shortly after 1956. Until
recently, the rear of the South Street section had large multi-pane industrial sash.
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The Union Street section was added before 1946, as it appears on the Sanborn map of this year as
a bowling alley (its design, however, suggests it was originally used for industrial purposes). The
small brick juncture structures were added after 1956. From 2001-2003, the entire building
underwent a complete rehabilitation, including the addition of the glazed sections above and
adjacent to the juncture sections, and the replacement of all the industrial windows. Unlike the
rear of the South Street section, the replacement windows of the Union Street section match its
original windows. The entire complex is now in excellent condition.

The South Street section was constructed for Warren Marshall as Marshall’s Garage, to replace
his garage across the street in the old blacksmith shop (#2). Marshall’s sold Buicks, Maxells and
Oakland automobiles and car accessories, rented out automobiles, and had an automobile paint
shop. In 1946, the Bijur Lubricating Corporation purchased the property and probably shortly
thereafter returned the bowling alley section to industrial use. Bijur had been founded by Joseph
Bijur in New York City in 1923, and made Bennington its headquarters in 1946. The factory
manufactured “automatic centralized lubricating systems and units which cool metal cutting tools
with a spray mist.” In 1971, Bijur moved to Kocher Drive (and remained there until about 2004),
and the subject building became the C.B. Sports factory.

In the original National Register nomination, only the South Street section was included as a
contributing resource. In 2001, the Union Street section was certified as a contributing resource
in the historic district, so that the property would be eligible for historic preservation financial
incentives. The current owner purchased the property in 2001 and conducted a comprehensive
rehabilitation in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.

The building is an excellent example of a well-preserved industrial resource. The front of the
South Street section has significant features such as the Georgian Revival doorway, arched multi-
pane windows, entablatures and pilasters, and window impost blocks and keystones. The mid
twentieth century remodeling demonstrates the importance of the classical revival styles during
the mid twentieth century. The rest of the building depicts a typical mid twentieth century
industrial structure with brick piers, large window openings, and lintelcourses.
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2. Graves & Root Blacksmith Shop, 209 South Street, c. 1845, contributing (#1 of original
district)

This 2-1/2 story fieldstone industrial building is located at the northwest corner of South Street
and Elm Street. It has small setbacks from both streets, and faces east toward South Street. The
three bay by four bay front-gable Greek Revival structure has a rectangular footprint oriented
perpendicular to South Street, fieldstone walls, a standing-seam metal roof with boxed cornices,
three tall brick interior chimneys at the north roof slope, and wood architectural details such as
molded cornice and gable trim, gable rakes with bed moldings, a tall friezeboard with bed
moldings, molded cornice returns, and stone window lintels. The centered front entry has a large
stone lintel, a wood doorway enframement, full-height multi-pane sidelights, and a multi-pane
transom. The regularly-spaced window openings contain twelve-over-twelve wood units, and the
front entry has a modern wood door. At the rear of the building, there is a two-story wood frame
addition with clapboard siding and a gabled roof.

Judging by deed records, the building was probably constructed in 1845, the year that the
property was purchased by Luther Graves and Henry Root. The parcel also included the land that
now contains the courthouse (#3) and the town offices building, which was originally Root’s
house (#4). The building has not had any major alterations, except for the doorway, which
replaced a carriage bay. The wood frame addition dates to the late nineteenth century. Greek
Revival features of the building include its front-gable orientation, stone window lintels, and the
multi-pane regularly-spaced windows.

The blacksmith shop was built for the partners’ firm of Graves & Root, which had been
established in 1839 in Old Bennington, where they lived at the time. Graves & Root originally
had their business on Root’s father’s property in Old Bennington. Graves & Root manufactured
tin products and sold them through their “Yankee Peddler” system, in which peddlers traveled
around with carts selling their wares directly from the cart. At one time, Graves & Root
reportedly had as many as one hundred carts. Root produced the tin products and Graves was
responsible for the peddlers.

The water source of the blacksmith shop was a small stream that originated at a pond to the south
and flowed just west of shop. This stream was later diverted to an underground pipe that runs
northwest into the Walloomsac River. The source of iron was probably the Bennington
Ironworks, which was located on what is now Route 9 near the Woodford town line.
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Besides the blacksmith shop, Graves & Root also had a tin shop in Bennington village on an
adjacent parcel that they had purchased in 1844. This lot fronted West Main Street and was
contiguous with the west line of the subject parcel, and the tin shop front Main Street near what
was later to become the Putnam House (#12). This shop appears on the 1852 map of the village.
Graves lived nearby this on Main Street in a house that was later moved to make way for the
Knights of Columbus building (#33).

The 1856 map of Bennington shows that a detached wagon manufactory was constructed west of
the blacksmith shop, although it disappeared before the printing of the 1869 map. By this time,
due to the advent of the railroad in Bennington in 1852, the peddler business declined but the
building remained a blacksmith shop. After shoeing horses for quite a while at the shop for
Graves & Root, J.S. Brant became the proprietor of the shop in 1888. He called himself a
“scientific horseshoer” and had the first exclusive horseshoeing business in Bennington. In 1896,
although there were six other blacksmith shops in Bennington, this was the only one in the
historic district. Brant died about 1907, and his son LeRoy took over, but did not stay long. J.P.
Toomey, who had been working in the shop since the 1880s, took over, and then died in the early
1910s.

At this point, the building ceased to serve as a blacksmith shop, and became as automobile repair
shop called Lowe’s garage, which was operated by William Lowe, and the second story had been
converted to living space. Lowe also rented automobiles and sold Briscoe cars, which were
produced between 1914 and 1921. In 1920, the Town of Bennington purchased the parcel so that
the Root house could be converted to the town offices. In 1925, the Town subdivided the parcel
and sold the blacksmith shop to Warren Marshall, who operated Marshall’s Garage there, and
Lowe moved his operation to North Bennington. Marshall quickly outgrew the space and in
1927 moved into his new garage across the street (#1).

From 1927 until about 1950, the building served as the Bennington Girls’ Club, was a gift shop
until about 1960, and then was the home of the Greater Bennington Chamber of Commerce. It
was the Bennington police station from 1971 to 1999, when the station moved to the Post Office
building up the street (#8). The blacksmith shop has been the Bennington Welcome Center since
2004.
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3. South Shire Bennington County Courthouse #5, 207 South Street, 1936, contributing (#2
of original district)

This two-story Neo-Classical Revival courthouse is located on the west side of South Street and
has a moderate setback from the street. South of the building, there is a large lawn, and north of
the building, there is a paved parking lot. There are two mature oak trees in front of the building.
The three bay by six bay building has a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street,
ashlar marble veneer underpinning, brick veneer walls, and a hipped slate roof.

Spanning most of the front elevation is a monumental portico with Tuscan columns, a full
entablature, and a modillioned pediment with swags decorating the tympanum. Engaged
pilasters on the front elevation of the building mirror the columns. Centered on the roof ridge,
there is a cupola with a square base with quoins, an open octagonal belfry with angled columns, a
full entablature, a historic bell, and a gold-leaf faceted dome topped with a ball finial. There is
also a one bay deep brick projection at the rear of the building.

Architectural trim includes a molded wood roof cornice and molded frieze, marble window sills
and keystones, and flat brick window arches. The centered front entry has a semicircular arched
marble frame and keystone. The arched transom is a solid panel with the seal of Vermont and
the inscription “Bennington County.” The building has regularly-spaced window openings. The
first story has six-over-six wood windows. Centered on the second story of the side elevations
are four round-arched openings with twelve-over-twelve wood windows and sold panel
transoms. Flanking these groupings are six-over-six wood windows, and the second story of the
front elevation also has six-over-six windows. Staggered window openings at the right end of
the north elevation reveal the location of an interior staircase.

The courthouse was constructed in 1936 and does not appear to have had any major alterations.
It is in very good condition. Neo-Classical Revival features include the symmetry, monumental
portico with pediment and Tuscan columns, hipped roof, cupola, regularly-spaced multi-pane
windows, arched window and door openings, and flat arches with keystones.

The building was constructed as Bennington’s fifth South Shire Courthouse, and has served this
purpose since its construction. It was designed to match the third courthouse, which was erected
in 1847, stood in Old Bennington near the Old First Church, and burned down in 1869. The first
two courthouses stood near what was to become the Bennington Monument; both of these burned
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down as well. In 1870, the fourth courthouse, the first one in Bennington village, was
constructed on South Street (#11). It remains standing, but was replaced due to size constraints.

4. Root, Henry and Catherine, House/Bennington Town Office, 205 South Street, c. 1846,
contributing (#3 of original district)

This 2-1/2 story former dwelling is located on the west side of South Street, across from the
intersection with Union Street. It has a large setback from the street behind a lawn with two
large deciduous trees. South and west of the building, there are paved parking lots. The wood
frame Greek Revival building has many sections, including a front-gable three bay wide main
block with two side wings, a long wing extending west from the front south wing, another long
wing extending west from the main block, and another wing extending west of this. There is a
concrete block town vault at the southwest corner of the building. Despite the addition of the
rear sections, the front elevation maintains its original symmetry.

The entire building has clapboard siding, except for the concrete block vault and shiplap-sided
tympanum of the front pediment. The main block, side wings, and center rear wing have stone
foundations, and the rest of the building has concrete foundations. All the sections have gabled
slate roofs, except for the vault and the northwest addition, which have flat roofs. A full-fagade
one-story Greek Revival porch spans the pedimented front elevation of the main block. It has
Tuscan columns supporting a full entablature and flat roof.

Architectural trim of the main block includes a molded pediment over a full entablature that
encircles the block, bold corner pilasters and mix of flat-stock and architrave window and door
casings. The side wings have eave entablatures and cornice returns, bold corner pilasters,
molded gable trim and gable rakes, and architrave window casings. The rest of the building has
flat-stock friezeboards, cornerboards, and window and door casings.

The front elevation of the sidehall-plan main block has a doorway opening in each of the three
bays. The two left openings have been infilled with wood six-over-six windows over the remains
of closed shutters. The right bay has the original large doorway opening, that now contains
double-leaf French doors. At the second story and in the gable, there are regularly-spaced six-
over-one wood windows. The front elevation of each wing has a Chicago window with a single
pane center and multi-pane side windows. The rest of the building has irregularly-spaced
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individual and paired multi-pane wood windows. At the extension behind the south side wing,
the windows are paired awnings.

The building was constructed as a dwelling in 1846 or 1847. The front side wings are probably
original, and there was originally a small rear wing. The wood frame extension behind the south
wing was added in the 1910s. In the early 1920s, the rear wing was replaced with the larger,
extant wing. The front windows of the side wings probably date to the 1920s, when the building
was converted to the town offices. The vault was added to the south extension in 1949, and the
northern rear addition was constructed during the third quarter of the twentieth century. The
French doors appear to be of recent vintage, and probably replaced a single-leaf door flanked by
sidelights. The building is in very good condition. Greek Revival features include the front-
gable orientation, pedimented gable with shiplap siding, entablatures, flat-roofed porch with
Doric columns, and bold comer pilasters.

The building was constructed as a dwelling for Henry Root, who along with Luther Graves
established the firm Root & Graves in 1839. Root & Graves were from Old Bennington and sold
tinware through a “Yankee peddler” system, where salesmen traveled around and sold their
wares off the backs of wagons. In 1844, the partners bought an eleven acre parcel that was
located behind the subject lot and that also fronted West Main Street. They built a tin shop and
stove store fronting Main Street, next to what was later to become the Putnam House (#12).

They began manufacturing their own tinware and glassware, and eventually maintained several
wagons, reportedly as many as one hundred. Graves also built his own house next to the tin
shop; this house was later the Knights of Columbus headquarters and moved to make way for a
new K of C building (#33).

Graves & Root purchased the subject parcel in March 1845, and a year later, Graves sold Root
his half-share at a price that suggests that there was no building on the property. Therefore, the
house was not built earlier than 1846. Henry Root (1818-1899) was married to his neighbor
Catherine in December 1846, so perhaps the house was constructed in anticipation of or shortly
after their marriage. The house may have been built by William Park of Woodford, who is
known to have built many Greek Revival homes in Bennington. The Roots had two children;
Samuel, who moved to New Jersey, and Catherine, also known as Kate.

Graves & Root became largest distributors of tinware in Vermont. They also established the
second national bank founded in Vermont, called the First National Bank of Bennington (#35),
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with Graves as president and Root as vice president, positions that they held until their deaths.
Root was also the chairman of the committee in charge of organizing the centennial celebration
of the Battle of Bennington, served in the state legislature, and for more than thirty years was a
director of the Vermont State agricultural society.

Henry Root’s wife Catherine died in 1887, and Henry was remarried to Mary in 1889. Henry and
Mary Root moved to San Diego in 1896 and sold the homestead to Henry’s daughter Catherine
and her husband William Root (a distant cousin). Despite the substantial increase in
development in the village during the fifty years the house had been standing, the lot size
remained the same, extending south to Elm Street and including the blacksmith shop (#2). By
this point, Root & Graves had ceased their business operations, and the eleven acre lot behind the
house had been sold to Henry Putnam, who owned the Putnam House (#12).

In 1920, Catherine and William Root sold the property to the Town of Bennington. At this point
the lot included the house, a barn, and the blacksmith shop (#2), and the courthouse (#3) lot had
yet to be developed. After some renovations, the Town Offices opened in the Root House in
January 1925.

The earliest town clerk’s offices were located in the homes of the town clerks. In 1880, town
clerk David Squires lived on East Main Street near Union Street. In 1887, when the town clerk
was Edward A. Booth, the office was moved to a building at the northeast corner of Main and
Valentine Streets, which was known as the Goldsmith property. Booth was a partner in the firm
Booth & Harris, which sold real estate and insurance. He remained town clerk for forty-four
more years until his death. The town clerk’s office was later in a building next to what is now
the Bennington Banner on Main Street. The office moved into the Ritchie Block on Main Street
(#59) upon its completion in 1896, in a space specifically built for the town offices. Booth &
Harris were also located in the building. The town office remained in the Ritchie Block until
March 1923. From April 1923 to December 1924, it was in the Fienberg Block (#53).

5. Chittenden Bank Annex, 204 South Street, 1974, non-contributing (#47 of original
district)

This one-story wood frame building is located at the southeast corner of South Street and Union
Street. It has a moderate setback from South Street and abuts the Union Street sidewalk. The
building has a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to South Street, a concrete foundation,
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clapboard siding, and a gabled asphalt-shingle roof with an offset ridge oriented parallel to South
Street. Most of the building is a covered drive-through, accessed through large openings in each
gable wall, and there are two large openings in the east wall as well, for light and ventilation.
The enclosed section fronts South Street; this elevation has two shallow bay projections, one
containing the entry and the other containing a bank of four vertical windows. The building was
constructed in 1974 and has always served as an annex to the bank at the southeast corner of
Main Street and South Street (#). It is non-contributing due to its age. This structure replaced a
c. 1950 gas station.

6. Rogers House, 203 South Street, c. 1915, contributing (#5 of original district)

This 1-1/2 story wood frame Bungalow is located on a small lot behind Property #7. It faces
south, is symmetrical, and has a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street, a
fieldstone foundation, clapboard siding, and an open-eave side-gable slate roof with a deep
overhang. There is a full-fagade recessed Colonial Revival porch spanning the front elevation. It
has a clapboard half-wall and Tuscan columns, and a staircase in the right bay. Architectural
trim is limited to flat-stock window and door casings and thin molded gable rakes. There are
paneled inserts between the pair of windows in each gable. The three bay wide front elevation
contains a center doorway flanked by individual windows. The doorway has a wood door with a
multi-pane upper light flanked by multi-pane full-height sidelights, and the square window
openings contain ten-over-one Craftsman wood windows. The rest of the house contains
regularly-spaced six-over-one or eight-over-one wood windows.

The house was constructed sometime between 1912 and 1921, is in good condition, and does not
appear to have had any major alterations. It is a good example of a Bungalow-type dwelling, and
is one of the only Bungalows in Bennington. Features of this type include the symmetry, deep
overhanging roof, recessed Colonial Revival porch, and windows with multi-pane upper sash and
single-pane lower sash. The house was constructed for the Rogers family, who lived in the
adjacent house that fronted South Street (#7). They rented it out.

7. Walker, Albert, House, 201 South Street, c. 1847/c. 1960, contributing (#4 of original
district)

This Greek Revival former dwelling with Neo-Colonial Revival commercial additions is located
on a small lot on the west side of South Street. It has a small setback from the street and consists
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of a two-story wood frame main block with a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the
street and a rear wing, and concrete block wings that span the side elevations of the main block
and its rear wing. The front sections of the wings are set askew to the main block, creating a
courtyard in front of the building. The main block has a stone foundation, clapboard siding, and
a front-gable asphalt-shingle roof with boxed cornices. The wings have brick veneer walls, side-
gable asphalt-shingle roofs and board and batten gables at the front skewed sections, and shed
roofs on the sections that span the side elevations of the main block.

The main block has a monumental full-fagade Greek Revival portico. The portico has Doric
columns, a molded cornice at the gable and eaves, clapboard siding in the gable, and a band of
dentils marking the former location of an entablature’s frieze. Centered on the front gable wall is
a modern glazed wood frame door flanked by single-pane display windows. At the left end of
the gable wall there is a modern wood door with a single-pane upper light. At the second story,
there are two irregularly-spaced one-over-one windows. Most of the side elevations are blocked
by the modern wings, but horizontal attic windows are visible.

Each of the front sections of the side wings is symmetrical and has a centered doorway flanked
by display windows. The doors and windows have Neo-Colonial Revival window and doorway
trim, with denticulated cornices. Both doors are paneled wood with four-pane upper lights. The
left wing has single-pane vertical display windows, and the right wing and multi-pane horizontal
display windows. The long side elevations of the wings have regularly-spaced paired awning
windows. '

The Greek Revival main block was constructed about 1847 and is in fair condition. The entire
front gable wall has been altered. A c. 1910 photo shows that the gable originally had a pediment
and full entablature. There was a Greek Revival doorway in the left bay, with a paneled wood
door, sidelights, and a transom. The first story had full-height windows, and there were three
regularly-spaced windows at the second story. Each side elevation was spanned by a one-story
porch with Doric columns and full entablature. The second story of the side elevations had
regularly-spaced six-over-six windows.

A small projection was added to the northwest corner of the main block, probably in the 1860s,
for use as a doctor’s office. The front elevation may have been altered in the 1930s, when the
building was converted to a store. The side wings were probably added in the 1960s, replacing
the side porches and doctor’s office.
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The house was constructed for Albert Walker, who had previously owned the land upon which
sat the Franklin House and Putnam Hotel (#12). Walker lived there until about 1857, when the
property was sold to David Carpenter. Carpenter sold the property in 1865 to Harriett J. Morgan,
and the 1869 Beers map shows that the house was occupied by Dr. Edward Morgan. The 1880
city directory identifies Dr. Morgan, MD, as an allopathic physician and surgeon, with his office
at the house. In 1883, Dr. Lyman Rogers (1832-1900) joined Dr. Morgan’s practice. The 1885
Sanborn map shows that the building is a dwelling with an attached doctor’s office, and there is
also a detached rear barn. In 1886, the house, which is now identified as a tenement, was sold to
Frank E. Morgan, and was then sold in 1890 to Dr. Lyman Rogers, who had taken over Dr.
Morgan’s practice. Dr. Rogers lived and practiced here, and his daughters Anna, Susan and
Laura also lived here. After Dr. Rogers’ death, his daughters acquired the property, and probably
lived here until the 1920s. The building was converted to a store about the 1930s, and the wings
and rear addition were constructed about the 1960s, for use as commercial space.

8. United States Post Office, 118 South Street, 1914, contributing (#46 of original district)

This one-story Neo-Classical Revival building is located at the northeast corner of South Street
and Union Street and faces South Street. It has a small setback from both streets, and a
rectangular footprint oriented parallel to South Street. The symmetrical flat-roofed building is
nine bays wide and six bays deep, and is built of marble-faced concrete. It has a raised basement
and a shallow attic story with a parapet. The front elevation has a seven bay wide recessed
portico with Doric columns resting on bases. Each column is mirrored with a pilaster on the
interior wall of the portico. A staircase spans the width of the portico, and is flanked by marble
plinths that support cast metal lamps with torchere bases. On either side of the portico, the walls
are blank and unfenestrated.

Architectural details include a full entablature below the parapet, with a frieze with metopes
enriched with paterae. The parapet is stepped at the front elevation, and has a plain coping.
Above each window opening within the porch, there is a blind window with Greek grille work
panels. Each bay of the Union Street elevation is defined by a pilaster, and above each window
there is a fielded panel. The windows have plain projecting sills. The centered front entry has
double-leafed six-panel wood doors and a twelve-pane transom window. The building has
regularly-spaced one-over-one wood replacement windows; all but the Union Street elevation
windows have twelve-pane false muntins to match the original windows. The north elevation
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has eighteen narrow attic windows that define the mezzanine spanning the north side of the
building.

The building was constructed in 1914 and is in excellent condition. Neo-Classical Revival
features include the symmetry, monumental appearance, raised basement, Doric columns with
bases, decorated entablature, parapet, pilasters, and decorative panels. It is an excellent example
of a Neo-Classical Revival public building, and was individually listed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 1976. The only alterations appear to be the late twentieth century
replacement of the original twelve-over-twelve wood windows and the glazed wood doors at the
front entry.

The building was constructed as a United States Post Office and was designed by James Knox
Taylor, supervising architect for the United States Treasury from 1897-1912. It served as a post
office until 1967, when a new post office was constructed around the corner on Elm Street. From
1967 to 1996, it served as a United States Federal Building, and then was conveyed to the Town
of Bennington. From 1999 on, it has served as the Bennington police station.

Bennington’s first post office was located in Old Bennington until 1848. After that, both Old
Bennington and Bennington village had their own post office. The first post office in
Bennington village was located in a small building at the southeast corner of Main Street and
South Street. By the 1853, the post office was located in the building next door on South Street,
known as the Adams Block. In 1857, it was moved to a building across the street from the
Methodist Church (#52). From 1861 to 1872, the post office was located on the east side of
North Street, just north of the intersection with Main Street. Then, it was located in the library
(#72). In 1886, a building was constructed at the southeast corner of Main Street and South
Street. It housed the post office and a retail store until the subject building was constructed.

Bennington’s first police officers were hired in 1856, and the first police station was a room with
ajail cell in the 1865 courthouse on South Street (#11). In 1931, the police station moved to the
second story of the town offices on South Street (#4), and then into the old blacksmith shop in
1971, where it stayed until it moved into the subject building in 1999.
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9. Wills Insurance, 116 South Street, 1950, contributing (#4S of original district)

This two-story Colonial Revival building is located on the east side of South Street. It has a very
small setback from the street and a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street. The
three bay wide by seven bay deep building has a concrete foundation, concrete block walls with
brick veneer, and a flat roof. Spanning most of the south elevation, and projecting slightly
forward from the street elevation, is a one story flat-roofed eight bay arcade that leads to the main
entry to the building. At the right end of this arcade, there is a glazed enclosed vestibule with
paneled half-walls and a bank of multi-pane windows. There is a heavily molded cornice at the
roof edge. The first story of the street elevation has a multi-pane bow window flanked by round-
arched window openings with paneled round-arched transoms. Elsewhere, there are regularly-
spaced double-hung replacement windows with false muntins.

The building was constructed in 1950 and is in excellent condition. Colonial Revival features
include the rectangular massing, arcade, molded cornice, regularly-spaced windows, bow
window, and round-arched window openings. Except for the replacement windows, it does not
appear to have had any alterations.

The building has always served as the office of the Wills Insurance company. Wills Insurance
was established by William H. Wills (1882-1946) in 1915. Before that, Wills had been
employed by Drysdale's Department Store (#10) selling shoes. Without permission from Mr.
Drysdale, Wills began to sell insurance while working at the store. When Drysdale learned of
this, Wills was fired, but until Drysdale’s closed in 1977 it was a customer of Wills Insurance.
Wills also became an influential business leader in Bennington, and was elected Governor of
Vermont from 1941-1945. The Wills Insurance building replaced the c. 1875 Adams Block, a
three-story brick Italianate commercial storefront building.

10. Park/Drysdale Block, 113 South Street, c. 1865, contributing (#6 of original district)

This three story symmetrical brick Italianate commercial block is located on the west side of
South Street, and is the southernmost structure in a line of three brick Italianate commercial
buildings that abut the sidewalk. It is six bays wide and seven bays deep, and has brick masonry
walls, a flat roof, a high-style Italianate cornice, and a modern glazed projecting storefront. At
the second and third stories, there are a center pilaster and corner pilasters, and each bay is
defined by full-height blind arches with alternating segmental and round arches.
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The elaborate wood cornice has large scrolled brackets defining each bay, which support a
molded cornice with a projecting segmental-arched hood over the second and fifth bays.
Between each bracket, there are smaller scrolled brackets on an entablature. Beneath the cornice,
the brick walls terminate in brick round-arched arcading. Beneath each arcade and large scrolled
bracket, there is a wood fleur-de-lis. The window openings at the second and third stories have
alternating segmental and round-arched molded hoods with keystones and decorative impost
blocks. The building has regularly-spaced tall two-over-two wood windows. At the front
elevation, they have alternating segmental and round arches. The south elevation has segmental-
arched two-over-two wood windows. The projecting storefront serves two stores, and has a
stone-veneer skirt, metal-framed single-pane display windows, and double-leaf metal-framed
glass doors centered on each storefront.

The building was constructed about 1865 and is in very good condition. The storefront appears
to date to the 1960s. Despite this, the building remains a good example of an Italianate
commercial block. Italianate features include the elaborate cornice with scrolled brackets and
arcading, the arched window hoods, and the arched two-over-two windows. The storefront is the
third one of this building. The first one was flush with the front elevation of the building and had
brick piers and a center round-arched doorway flanked by paired round-arched two-over-two full
height windows over short paneled skirts. This storefront was later expanded (probably about
1906) to have splayed display areas with full-height plate glass windows and with thin cast iron
frames.

The Park/Drysdale Block was constructed for Trenor Park, Bennington’s leading businessman
from the 1860s until his death in 1886. He was an owner of the Panama Railroad, the Harlem
Extension Railroad, and the Bennington & Rutland Railroad. He also helped establish the
Bennington Free Library and the Park Home. The Park Block originally had two retail
establishments in the storefronts, office space on the second floor, and the Masonic Hall on the
third floor. The 1885 Sanborn map shows that the Bennington County National Bank occupied
one storefront, and a dry goods store occupied the other. The bank had been chartered in 1878,
and moved out of this building in 1895 into a new building at the northeast corner of Main Street
and North Street. The third story was occupied by the Masonic Hall until the Masons moved into
their new hall in the Ritchie Block in 1896 (#59).

In 1906, the Park Block was purchased by A. Drysdale and Son for its dry goods/department
store business. It was operated by Robert Drysdale, whose father Alexander Drysdale (1832-
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1884) had started the company in 1873 on Mill Street, and then moved in 1891 to a building at
the corner of North Street and River Street. The next Drysdale to operate the business was
Alexander B.R. Drysdale (1904-1984), Robert’s son. When it closed in 1977, Drysdale’s was
one of Bennington’s oldest businesses. In the end, it was selling ladies’ and children’s apparel.
For the past twenty years, the storefronts have been occupied by Jay’s Cards and Gifts.

11. South Shire Bennington County Courthouse #4/Pennysaver Press, 109 South Street,
1870, contributing (#7 of original district)

This two-story brick Italianate commercial building is located on the west side of South Street,
and is the middle structure in a line of three brick Italianate commercial buildings that abut the
sidewalk. It is five bays wide and has a monumental second story; making it the same height as
the adjacent three-story buildings. The structure has brick masonry walls and a gabled roof
hidden behind the front parapet wall. There is a modern brick storefront, and the second story
has a centered projecting three-bay pavilion that is taller than the outer bays. The pavilion and
side bays each have overhanging molded wood cornices, and the pavilion has a center segmental-
arched hood. The comices are supported by scrolled brackets that divide brick panels at the
frieze level. Above the side bays, there is a wood parapet with paneled corner piers.

Each bay of the building is defined by brick pilasters that terminate at drop-finial brick corbelling
beneath the cornice; the corbelling in the center bay creates a segmental arch to mirror the arched
hood above. There is a tall round-arched window opening in each bay; the windows in the side
bays rest on stone beltcourses above a brick panel. Each window opening has a stone keystone
and impost blocks. The center opening contains paired round-arched eight-pane wood windows;
above the windows there is a tracery transom. The rest of the openings contain individual eight-
pane windows. All the upper panes of the windows are round-arched as well.

The storefront also has a projecting centered three bay wide pavilion, with a projecting wood roof
with a cornice and tall flat signboard frieze. The center bay of the cornice has a segmental-
arched hood over the recessed entry to the building. Each of the other four bays of the storefront
has a vertical single-pane display window surmounted by a paneled wood cornice within the
window opening.

The building was constructed in 1870 and is in very good condition. It originally had no
storefront; instead, there were regularly-spaced window openings with stone keystones and two-
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over-two windows. The building also originally had a large tower centered above the front of the
building, and an ornate one-story porch. The peak of the tower was 100 feet above street level.
It had a square tapered base, an open belfry with decorative square corner columns and paired
round-arched openings at each face, large scrolled brackets and a modillioned cornice, and a
Mansard roof with projecting clock faces in round dormers. The clock faces were made of glass
and painted green with black Roman numerals, and the glass was used so the clock could be
illuminated from behind. The tower was removed in 1939. The one-story flat-roofed porch
spanned the center pavilion and was supported by Ionic columns with scrolled brackets. It was
probably removed shortly after the building was converted to stores in 1936. The second story
and cornice of the building remains intact, and the building is a good example of an Italianate
urban structure.

The building was constructed as Bennington’s fourth courthouse, and was the first courthouse to
be located in Bennington village instead of Old Bennington. As mentioned in the 1980 National
Register nomination, this marked the end of the long dispute between Old Bennington and
Bennington village as to which was the political and economic core of the town. Henry Putnam,
who was in the process of building his hotel, the Putnam House (#12), donated the adjacent lot
for use as a courthouse. The courthouse was built to match the hotel, and the courthouse and jail
were located on the second story. Putnam used same architects for both buildings, Hobbs and
Sons of Philadelphia. By the 1930s, the courthouse had become too small, and a new one was
constructed down the street in 1936 (#3). The first story was then occupied by the grocery chain
called the Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company (A&P). For the past fifty years, it has been
occupied by the Pennysaver Press.

12. Putnam House, 101-105 South Street/349-357 Main Street, 1870, contributing (#8 of
original district)

This large three-story flat-roofed brick Italianate commercial building is located at the southwest
corner of Main Street and South Street. It abuts the sidewalk, faces both streets, and has a curved
corner at the intersection. The South Street elevation is seven bays wide, and the Main Street
elevation is thirteen bays wide. The building has a complex footprint; there are large three-story
wings behind each end of the building, which almost meet at the southwest corner of the
property. The entire structure is of brick masonry construction except for the wood frame wing
behind the west section of the building. The street elevations are lined with storefronts.
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Architectural trim includes an overhanging molded wood comice supported by scrolled brackets,
a brick corbelled frieze between the brackets, a molded wood beltcourse between the second and
third stories and above the storefronts, segmental-arched brick window cornices with stone
keystones, and stone window sills. Each storefront is generally separated by a brick pier, and
each bay of the storefront is separated by cast iron square pilasters. Most of the storefronts have
paneled wood skirts and full-height single-pane display windows. Most of the stores have
double-leaf wood doors with tall single-pane lights. There is also a double-leaf modern French
door with a multi-pane transom at the comner entry to the building.

The second and third stories of the building have regularly-spaced segmental-arched window
openings containing six-over-six wood units with segmental-arched sash. There is also an iron
balcony at the corner of the second story, which spans two bays on each side of the corner. The
wood frame wing has asbestos siding and false-brick asphalt siding, a dormered Mansard roof,
and a molded wood cornice with paired scrolled brackets.

The Putnam House was constructed in 1870 and is in very good condition. It was designed by
Hobbs and Sons of Philadelphia, who also designed the adjacent courthouse (#11). Italianate
features include the bracketed cornice, segmental-arched openings and windows, and cast iron
pilasters. The pilasters were produced in Cohoes, New York. The wood frame section was
constructed in 1866 and is the remains of the Mt. Anthony House hotel, which stood on the site
of the Putnam House until the rest of it burmed down in 1868. A full-fagade two-story Italianate
porch adorned the building from 1877 until the second quarter of the twentieth century. The
building also did not originally have an entry at the corner. Except for alterations to some of the
storefronts and the replacement of the porch with the balcony, the building does not appear to
have had any major alterations. It is an excellent example of an Italianate commercial building
and an important landmark anchoring the center of Bennington village.

The Putnam House was built as a hotel by Henry Putnam, one of Bennington’s most important
industrialists of the late nineteenth century. Putnam (1825-1915) was born in upstate New York
and went to California during the gold rush. He made a living bottling and selling water; this
inspired him to later invent a pressure jar closing device. He moved to Bennington in the early
1860s, purchased two industrial sites on North Street just south of the Walloomsac River (#27
and 30) and became a successful manufacturer of clothes wringers, double pointed tacks, fruit jar
tops, and machines that made barbed wire, in addition to operating a grist mill. Putnam was also
the first president of the Brooklyn Elevated Railway, a banker, a real estate developer, and he
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developed the village waterworks in 1886. Shortly before his death, he helped fund the
construction of the local Henry W. Putnam Memorial Hospital, and donated the waterworks to
the town.

The Putnam House was a luxury hotel with 75 rooms, steam central heating, plumbing, and
electricity, at a time when these services were rare. Putnam intended to lease the hotel at first,
with the stipulation that it be a temperance hotel. He could not find a lessee and it stood vacant
until 1872, when he decided to retain control of it, which he did until his death. Although
Putnam intended it to be a hotel for travelers, it also provided lodging for full-time boarders.
Some of the first businesses to occupy storefronts in the hotel were the James Baker Restaurant,
the E.T. Griswold Books & Stationery Store, which also sold sporting goods and musical goods,
and frames, the Bennington Clothing Company, the store of Samuel Harris, which sold hardware,
groceries, paints, oils, flour, lumber, and the store of James Haslam, which sold dry and fancy
goods. The hotel also maintained an eighty acre farm to supply food for the restaurant, which
was located at the south end of the South Street section, and a livery, which was located in the
rear. About 1909, the livery was converted to the Putnam House Garage, which sold cars as well
as storing them for guests.

After Putnam’s death, his son Henry Jr. owned the property until 1923, when it was purchased by
then hotel proprietors Charles and Georgianna Stafford. In 1925, ownership was transferred to
the Hotel Putnam corporation. In 1949, the hotel was sold to two men from out of town, and it
closed as a hotel about 1960. After this, the hotel rooms were rented out. In 1961, two local men
purchased the property, Francis Morrissey and Charles Fienberg. In 1965 the building (as well as
the courthouse to the south) were sold to George and Marie Hadwen, who publish the Pennysaver
Press. The Hadwens continued to rent out hotel rooms until 1974, and then sold the property in
1987. Businesses that occupied the storefronts for extended periods during the twentieth century
included the women’s apparel store Vogue & Vanity, which was there from 1938 to at least

1977, and Beecher’s Drug Store, which was located there from 1929 until at least 1977.

As mentioned earlier, the Putnam House stands in the location of the Mt. Anthony House, which
burned in 1868. It was a large three story wood frame structure with a Mansard roof. This hotel
was an expansion of the earlier Franklin House, which had been built sometime between 1822

and 1832 by Steven Dewey, and which was Bennington village’s first hotel. In the 1850s, under
new ownership, the hotel was enlarged and renamed the Mount Anthony House. It was enlarged



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 25 Downtown Bennington Historic District & Boundary Increase
Bennington, Bennington County, Vermont

again in 1866 with a large new building on the west side, the section that partially survives, only
two years before the fire that claimed the rest of the hotel.

13. Restaurant/Store, 106-108 North Street, c. 1895/c. 1990, non-contributing (#14 of
original district)

This small one-story flat-roofed wood frame commercial building is located on the west side of
North Street and is part of a row of commercial buildings. The building abuts the sidewalk, and
has clapboard siding. There are two entryways; one is recessed at the left end of the building and
contains a modern veneer door, and one is off-center and flush with the front elevation with a
metal-framed glazed door. Flanking the latter doorway are single-pane horizontal display
windows of different sizes.

The building was constructed sometime between 1891 and 1896 as a restaurant and store, and
has been completely altered. The current appearance dates to about 1990, and the building now
serves as two stores. It is non-contributing due to the alterations.

14. Crosier’s Barber Shop, 110-112 North Street, c. 1935/c. 1990, non-contributing (#15 of
original district)

This small one-story flat-roofed wood frame commercial building is located on the west side of
North Street and is part of a row of commercial buildings. The building abuts the sidewalk and
has a brick veneer skirt and aluminum siding. There is an off-center recessed entry with a
modern hollow-core door with sidelights, and the rest of the storefront is spanned by multi-pane
display windows.

The building was constructed about 1935 as Crosier’s Barber Shop, and has been completely
altered. It may have originally had cultured stone veneer siding, two entries and metal-framed
single-pane display windows. The current appearance dates to later than 1980. It is non-
contributing due to the alterations.
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15. J.J. Young Building, c. 1990, 116 North Street, non-contributing (#16 of original
district)

This two-story flat-roofed wood frame commercial building is located on the west side of North
Street at the north end of a row of buildings. The building abuts the sidewalk and has a long
rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street. The projecting first story has brick
veneer siding at the front bay; elsewhere the building has clapboard siding. Above the first story,
there is a molded wood comnice. There is also a wood cornice at the roofline. The storefront has
a recessed entry with a wood framed glazed door with a multi-pane light. Next to this is a single-
pane display window with a multi-pane round-arched transom. Off-center on the front elevation
of the second story is a horizontal single-pane window. The building was constructed sometime
after 1980, and replaced a c. 1890 one-story brick building. It is currently occupied by the J.J.
Young employment agency, and is non-contributing due to its age.

16. Oatman/Packard/Morrissey Grocery Store, 125 North Street, c. 1855/c. 1990,
contributing (#37 of original district)

This 1-1/2 story wood frame Greek Revival commercial building is located at the northeast
corner of North Street and Pleasant Street. It abuts the sidewalk along both streets, faces North
Street, and has a full-fagade porch, an ell that projects from the north elevation, a small rear
wing, and a shed dormer at the south roof slope. The front-gable building has plank wall
construction, a concrete (or parged) foundation, clapboard siding, and an asphalt-shingle roof
with boxed cornices.

Architectural trim at both the main block and ell includes a full entablature, cornice returns, flat-
stock gable and eave trim, and flat-stock door and window casings. The centered front entry has
a metal-framed glass door and is flanked by modern single-pane horizontal display windows.

The gable has two modern one-over-one windows, and at the left end of the south elevation,
there is a modern horizontal display window. The dormer has paired one-over-one windows, and
there are paired one-over-one windows at the left end of the front elevation of the ell and the
north gable wall of the ell. The modem porch has an asphalt-shingled shed roof, Tuscan
columns, and a wood railing with turned balusters.

The main block of the building was constructed sometime between 1852 and 1856, and is in
excellent condition. Greek Revival features include the front-gable orientation and full



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-36)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 27 Downtown Bennington Historic District & Boundary Increase
Bennington, Bennington County, Vermont

entablature. Historically, it had two-over-two windows, four-pane display windows flanking the
front door, and a Queen Anne porch with turned posts. The rear wing was added sometime
between 1891 and 1896, and the ell was added and the porch and windows were replaced in the
late twentieth century.

The building has always served as a store, and was one of Bennington village’s longest running
stores, serving was a grocery store for at least 100 years. It was constructed as the William
Oatman grocery store. Oatman and his wife Betsey lived in the Federal style house that once
stood just north of the store (demolished in 1999, #36 of the original National Register
nomination). By the 1860s, the Oatmans’ son Abram had taken over the store, and he and his
wife Esther lived in the house. After Abram’s death in the 1870s, the store was taken over by
Daniel S. Packard. Sometime between 1901 and 1904, the store was taken over by Thomas
Morrissey. The Morrissey store remained open until the 1950s. Later uses include an appliance
and farm machinery store operated by Jim Nelson, a Montgomery Ward catalogue store, and the
Bennington Gallery, which sold crafts and plants. The latter business operated in the 1960s and
1970s and included a greenhouse that stood north of the store.

16A. Storage/Garage Building, ¢. 1922, 1979, non-contributing

This two-story wood frame building is located east of the store, on Pleasant Street. It faces south
and has a concrete foundation, clapboard siding at the front elevation and novelty siding at the
side elevations, and a front-gable open-eave overhanging asphalt-shingle roof. There is a shed
roof supported by knee braces spanning the first story of the front gable wall. Architectural trim
includes flat-stock cornerboards, gable rakes and eave cornices, and flat-stock window and door
casings. The front entry is at the right edge of the gable wall and has a metal-framed glass door.
To the left of this are two Chicago windows, and there is a Chicago window centered on the
second story. The west elevation has a small projection at the first story supporting a modern
porch and a modern door at the right edge. The east elevation has irregularly-spaced one-over-
one windows.

The building was constructed sometime between 1921 and 1925 as a storage building and
historically had pressed tin siding imitating concrete block. The exterior finishes and window
and door openings date to 1979. The building is non-contributing due to these alterations. The
building was originally used by the Morrissey store, and was converted to a garage by 1946. It
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was reportedly used as a garage for the adjacent fire house (#17). Since 1979, the building has
been the restaurant called Your Belly’s Deli.

17. Spartan Engine Company/Stark Hose Company, 102 Pleasant St., 1851/c. 1890/c. 1985,
contributing (#39 of original district)

This two-story Second Empire fire house is located on the north side of Pleasant Street. It has a
very small setback from the street, and an apple tree at the southeast corner. The building has a
rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street, and three sections; the two-story
Second Empire main block, a 1-1/2 story rear wing, and a one-story shallow front projection
surmounted by a Queen Anne porch.

All three sections have clapboard siding and fieldstone foundations. The two bay by two bay
main block has a slate concave Mansard roof, a scrolled bracket comice, and regularly-spaced
two-over-two wood windows at the side elevations. The second story of the front elevation has
regularly-spaced window openings with peaked molded lintelboards and Queen Anne windows.
The second-story full-fagade porch has turned posts, scroll-sawn brackets, cyma blocks lining the
undersides of the lintels, and a wood railing with rectangular balusters. A modermn pipe railing is
atop the wood railing. The front projection has cyma blocks at the undersides of the flat-stock
comice, a modern glazed garage door, and a modern wood-framed glazed pedestrian door. The
rear wing has a front-gable slate roof with boxed cornices and regularly-spaced two-over-two
wood windows.

The rear wing was constructed in 1851 as a fire house, and historically had a hose tower. The
Second Empire section and porch were added about 1890, and the porch was originally two
stories. The front projection took the place of the first story of the porch in the 1980s. The
building is in excellent condition, and is a good example of a nineteenth-century fire house, and
an unusual example of a Second Empire fire house with a porch. Second Empire features
include the Mansard roof, bracketed cornice, and peaked lintelboards, and Queen Anne features
include the turned posts, scrolled brackets, cyma blocks of the porch and the Queen Anne
windows.

The first occupant of the fire house was the Spartan Engine Company No. 1, which along with
the Protection Engine Company No. 2 were Bennington’s first fire companies. They were
formed in 1851, two years after the Bennington Fire Department was incorporated. In 1871, a
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Silsbury steam engine was purchased and the Spartan Engine Company became the General
Stark Steamer Company. (Another account says the name change took place in 1887.) In 1917,
Bennington began purchasing motorized vehicles, including three combination hose and
chemical trucks. One of these went to the Stark Company. The fire house closed in the 1990s.
In 1999, it was rehabilitated by the Vermont Arts Exchange of Bennington, and since then it has
been living space and a studio for artists.

18. Bottum & Torrance Mill Office, 126 North Street, ¢. 1902, moved 1987, non-
contributing

This two-story wood frame Colonial Revival building is located on the west side of North Street.
It sits on a small lot and has a small setback from the street. The three bay by three bay
symmetrical building has a square footprint, concrete foundation, clapboard siding, and a steep
pyramidal slate roof with boxed comices. There is a small entry porch centered on the front
elevation, and an exterior stairway at the south elevation. Architectural trim includes a delicate
entablature, delicate corner pilasters, tapered pilasters at the rear of the porch, flat-stock peaked
window and door lintelboards, and beveled window and door casings. The porch has a hipped
slate roof, square tripartite columns, and side wood railings with thin balusters. The centered
front entry has a paneled wood door with a square upper light. The first story has regularly-
spaced paired one-over-one wood windows, and the second story has regularly-spaced individual
one-over-one wood windows.

The building was constructed sometime between 1902 and 1906 about a half mile away, at the
northeast corner of West Main Street and Mill Street (Mill Street is two streets west of North
Street). It originally had a raised basement with a fieldstone underpinning, and the porch had
fieldstone cheek walls. The building was moved to this location in 1987 and is in very good
condition, with no major alterations except for the required new foundation. Colonial Revival
features include the symmetry, square footprint, pyramidal roof;, architectural trim, and regularly-
spaced one-over-one windows. It is a good example of a Colonial Revival building, and has the
appearance of a Four Square type, with the exception of the centered doorway and center
stairhall. Due to its move in the recent past to a new setting, it is not a contributing building.

The building was constructed as the office of the Bottum & Torrance mill, which was established
in 1902. It had originally been the Unity Collar & Cuff Company of North Bennington, which
was reorganized as Bottum & Torrance. They produced ladies’ and mens’ linen collars and cuffs
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and a laundry machine called a seam dampener, and later added shirt waists, sheets and
pillowcases, and hosiery to their products.

The mill complex had started in the 1830s as the Asahel Booth mill, which manufactured cotton
wadding. In the 1840s, chintz was also produced here by Harrington, Robinson, et al, and later
Booth converted it to a grist mill. In the late 1850s, the grist machinery was moved to a mill on
North Street (#27), and the subject mill was used by both Rockwood & Co. and George Bradford
and Sons to produce knit goods. In the 1870s, the mill was used as a shoddy mill by S.S. and M.
Fisher, who in the1880s just used it for storage. In 1890, the Campbell Knitting Mills purchased
the property, and produced underwear there, until selling it to Bottum & Torrance.

Bottum & Torrance closed in 1940, and for a short time the site was used by Ben-Mont Papers,
Inc. In 1952, the Thompson Manufacturing Company bought the property, and produced textiles.
It closed in 1985, when it was the last textile mill in Bennington. The church members of the St.
Francis de Sales, located to the east, did not want the mill complex next door any more, and the
Town wanted the intersection realigned, so the mill was razed in 1986. The subject office
building was acquired by the Fraternal Order of Eagles and moved in 1987. In the early 1990s, it
was the Thompson Mill Antiques Center, and is now an insurance office.

The North Street site was previously the location of a large two-story brick block that had been
constructed in 1901. From the 1930s to the 1970s, it was the location of one of three A&P’s in
the village, and was the headquarters of the Fraternal Order of Eagles from the 1930s to about the
1960s, when the FOE moved to its current site up the street (#23).

19. New York Market, 128-130 North Street, c. 1880, ¢. 1910, contributing (#17 of original
district)

This two-story wood frame commercial block is located on the west side of North Street at the
south end of a row of attached commercial blocks that abut the sidewalk, and has a rectangular
footprint oriented perpendicular to the street. The building has a flat roof, a wooden storefront,
synthetic siding elsewhere, flat-stock corner posts, and a molded wood cornice and flat-stock
frieze. Above the comnice, there is a ¥ story that is blank except for louvered vents. The
storefront has an entablature, a wide recessed doorway with a modern door and an opening
defined by square posts, and non-matching single-pane display windows, some with paneled
skirts, some without. The second story has two sets of paired modern casement windows.
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The building was constructed as a 2-1/2 story structure no later than 1880; it is possible that the
original structure dated back to the 1850s or earlier. The gable-roofed attic was changed to a flat
roof sometime between 1906 and 1912, which explains the awkward appearance of the attic
story. The building historically had clapboard siding, which was covered with synthetic siding
after 1980, and paired one-over-one windows in the locations of the casement windows, which
were replaced in the late 1970s.

In 1880, the building housed the New York Market. It was later a billiard hall, then from around
1890 to 1900 was the printing office of the weekly Bennington Reformer newspaper. It also
served as a tailor shop, restaurant, barber shop, liquor store, clothing shop, and the Fienberg
Brothers clothing shop before the Fienberg building was constructed on Main Street in 1929
(#53).

20. House/Veterans of Foreign Wars Clubhouse, 137 North St., c. 1850, c. 1985,
contributing (#34 of original district)

This 2-1/2 story Greek Revival building is located on the east side of North Street. There are
paved parking lots associated with the building to both the north and south. There is an ell that is
set back and projects south from the south elevation of the main block. The front-gable sidehall-
plan main block has a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street, a fieldstone
foundation, synthetic siding, and an asphalt-shingle roof with boxed cornices. There is an
exterior concrete block chimney near the right end of the north elevation, and a full-fagade shed-
roofed overhang supported by knee braces at the front gable wall. The main block has a deeply
recessed entry with a modern metal door, and regularly-spaced window openings with one-over-
one replacement windows. Architectural trim is concealed by the siding, but the pedimented
gable remains evident. The ell has synthetic siding and a side-gable asphalt-shingle roof, and a
centered modern metal door flanked by small awning windows.

The building was constructed no later than 1852, and possibly as early as the 1830s. It originally
had Greek Revival trim such as a pedimented gable, large corner pilasters, entablature, and six-
over-six windows. These were covered/replaced in the late twentieth century. The ell was
constructed sometime between 1980 and 1986. The building is a borderline contributing historic
resource due to the alterations. The building was originally a dwelling, until about 1950 when
the VFW converted it to a clubhouse.
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The parking lots replaced three historic buildings at 129, 133 and 145 North Street. A c. 1850 1-
1/2 story front-gable building stood just south of the VFW until about 1990 (#35 of the original
National Register nomination), and an early nineteenth century side-gable Federal style dwelling
stood just south of this (#36 of the original National Register nomination). The latter was the
longtime home of at least two generations of the Oatman family, which operated the store to the
south (#16), and for most of the twentieth century it was a guest house until it was demolished by
the VFW in 1999. North of the VFW, there was a c. 1850 1-1/2 story front-gable building that
was demolished in the late twentieth century (#33 of the original National Register nomination).

21. Lundergan’s Restaurant/Marra’s Shoe Service, 132 North Street, c. 1890, contributing
(#18 of original district)

This two-story wood frame Italianate commercial block is located on the west side of North
Street in the middle of a row of attached commercial blocks that abut the sidewalk. The
symmetrical building has a storefront of T-111 plywood siding, a second story with clapboard
siding, and a flat roof. There is a molded wood cornice supported by scrolled brackets over a
scallop-edged friezeboard. The storefront has paired metal-framed single-pane display windows
over a T-111 skirt, flanked by recessed entries. The left entry has a modern metal door and the
right entry is boarded up. At the second story, there are three two-over-two wood windows.

The building was constructed sometime between 1885 and 1891, and is in fair condition. The
bracketed cornice and two-over-two windows are Italianate features. The storefront has been
completely altered, probably during the 1970s. The first business in the building was
Lundergan’s Restaurant, which was operated by William Lundergan. It closed sometime
between 1901 and 1906, when the building became a pool hall. Since about 1930, the building
has been the home of Marra’s Shoe Service.

22. The Ladies Bazaar/Tailor, 136-142 North Street, c. 1892, contributing (#19 of original
district)

This three-story wood frame Italianate commercial block is located on the west side of North
Street within a row of attached commercial blocks that abut the sidewalk. It has two modern
storefronts, clapboard siding, and a flat roof. The left half of the building and the right half are
different in appearance, but share a flat-stock projecting roof cornice, and a denticulated molded
storefront cornice.
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The comice of the left half is adorned with scrolled brackets at each end, and modillion blocks
and dentils over a layered frieze. The scrolled brackets rest on pilasters, and there is also a
central pilaster; all three pilasters have Corinthian capitals and paneled shafts, and terminate at
the storefront cornice. Between the pilasters, the second story bays are filled with wide paired
one-over-one wood windows that share a molded denticulated cornice. The windows have flat-
stock casings and paneled bases. Each bay of the second story has a wide one-over-one wood
window. The cornice of the right half is adorned with scrolled brackets at each end and a
bracketed frieze. The second and third stories each have two one-over-one wood windows with
flat-stock casings.

Each storefront has a modern paneled door at its right edge that leads to the upper stories. The
left storefront has a recessed center doorway with a modern wood-framed glazed door flanked by
metal-framed single-pane display windows over paneled skirts. The right storefront has a
recessed center doorway with a modern wood-framed glazed door flanked by full-height metal-
framed single-pane display windows.

The building was constructed sometime between 1891 and 1896 and is in very good condition.
The bracketed cornice is an Italianate feature. The pilasters and window configuration of the left
half appear to date to the twentieth century, and the storefronts date to the late twentieth century.
The left half of the building was the dry and fancy goods store called “The Ladies Bazaar.” It
was first operated by Lizzie Gay, and taken over by Margaret M. Leonard in 1893. The north
half of the building was a tailor shop, possibly operated by Nathan Levin before he moved up the
street in 1921 (#25). The Ladies Bazaar closed by 1900, and this side of the building was the
Bennington Sanitary Laundry Company from then until about 1920.

23. Store/Fraternal Order of Eagles, 144 North Street, c. 1920/c. 1965, non-contributing
(#20 of original district)

This two-story wood frame building is located on the west side of North Street at the north end of
a row of attached commercial blocks that abut the sidewalk. The symmetrical building has a flat
roof and aluminum siding, except for the first story of the front elevation, which has brick

veneer. Within the brick, “FOE” is spelled out in glass blocks on both sides of the recessed
center doorway. The second story has two squat one-over-one vinyl windows with false muntins.
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The building was constructed sometime between 1912 and 1921, and was completely altered in
the 1960s to the point that the original appearance is not discernible. It is in very good condition.
At first, there were two stores in the building, a second hand store and a dry goods store. By
1925, it was one store with no party wall, and was the home of Harry Noone’s clothing store.
Sometime between 1956 and 1977, the Fraternal Order of Eagles moved into the building from
their previous home down the street where they had been since the 1930s (in the location of #18),
and remodeled the building.

24. Bennington Coop Savings and Loan, 155 North Street, c. 1985/1999, non-contributing

This large 2-1/2 story wood-frame Neo-Colonial Revival bank is located on a large lot on the east
side of North Street. It has two sections, one is a main block and the other is a side wing that is
almost as large as the main block. Together they form a modified rectangular footprint that is
parallel to the street. It has a large setback from the street and there are paved parking lots to the
north and south, plus a covered drive-through at the north end. The side-gable building has a
concrete foundation, a clapboard-sided front elevation and brick veneer gable walls, and asphalt-
shingle roofs with boxed cornices. The symmetrical main block has a centered two-story
entrance pavilion, and there are four regularly-spaced gabled dormers at the front roof slope. The
building has regularly-spaced individual and paired one-over-one windows with false muntins.

The entry pavilion has double-leaf French doors with sidelights and transoms, and the second
 story has regularly-spaced individual windows.

The original section of this building was constructed about 1985. It was a one-story symmetrical
Neo-Colonial Revival brick veneered structure. In 1999, it was raised to two stories, expanded to
the south, and the original fagade was covered, making the original building unrecognizable. The
original building was constructed as the Bennington Coop Savings & Loan, which had been
established in 1917 by prominent local businessmen Hiram Hall and William Wills. Before
moving to this location, the bank was located at the northeast corner of Main Street and North
Street (#39), then in the Winslow Block (#37), and then it moved into the Samuel Brown foundry
to the north (#27). The 1980s bank was built in the location of Samuel Brown’s house, and the
parking lot to the north was the location of another nineteenth century house (#31 of original
National Register nomination). After the 1999 renovation, the bank’s name was changed to the
Bank of Bennington.
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25. Levin’s Tailor Shop/King’s Shoe Repair, 164 North Street, 1921, contributing (#21 of
original district)

This two-story wood frame detached commercial block is located on the west side of North
Street. It abuts the sidewalk and has a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street,
clapboard siding, a flat roof, a storefront, and a two-story rear wing. Architectural trim includes
a bracketed roof cornice, a molded cornice over a friezeboard above the storefront, and flat-stock
window casings. At the right edge of the front elevation, there is an entry that leads to the second
story staircase. It has a molded cornice and an Italianate wood door with a pair of round-arched
vertical windows over panels. The rest of the elevation is the symmetrical storefront, which has
a deeply recessed entry, and splayed full-height single-pane display windows with single-pane
transoms and short paneled bases. The display window wraps around to the south elevation. The
wood door has a single-pane large vertical light. Centered above the storefront, there are two
paired modern one-over-one wood windows. The north elevation has one two-over-two window,
and the south elevation of the wing has regularly-spaced one-over-one windows.

The building was constructed in 1921, probably with different fenestration and possibly a
different storefront. It was built as Nathan Levin’s tailor shop, which was probably moved from
a location farther south on North Street (#22). Since 1958, it has been the location of King’s
Shoe Repair. This business had been started in the Cone Block on Main Street (#51) in 1936 by
Archie King. After the move to North Street, it was operated by brothers Tony and Dominick
Napolitano. Dominick retired in the 1960s, and the building remains owned by Tony.

26. Adams, Enos, House, 168 North Street, c. 1835, c. 1880, contributing (#22 of original
district)

This small 1-1/2 story wood frame vernacular Greek Revival style house is located on the west
side of North Street. It has a small setback from the street and is in close proximity to the
adjacent commercial buildings. The house has a main block, a rear wing, and a side wing to the
south. They all have rectangular footprints oriented perpendicular to the street. The side wing
spans the south eaves side of the front gable sidehall-plan main block. The house has a stone
foundation, clapboard siding, and the main block has a front-gable slate roof with boxed
cornices. The wings have metal shed roofs.
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Architectural trim includes flat-stock gable and eave cornices and cornice returns, gable rakes
with bed moldings, friezeboards, cornerboards, and flat-stock window and door casings. The
front elevation of the main block has a modern bay window with a hipped standing-seam metal
roof and multi-pane fixed windows, and a six-panel wood door. The gable has two small one-
over-one wood windows. The north elevation has irregularly-spaced one-over-one windows.
The front elevation of the side wing has modern paired one-over-one windows with false
muntins, and a six-panel wood door. The south elevation has irregularly-spaced one-over-one
windows.

The house was constructed about 1835 and is in good condition. Greek Revival features include
the front-gable orientation and sidehall plan. The side wing is not original, but dates to no later
than 1885. The bay window and paired window at the front of the side wing date to the late
twentieth century. The paired window replaced a single-pane store display window.

The house was probably constructed for Enos Adams, who established an industrial complex
behind the house in the 1830s. By the 1850s, the subject house was occupied by Enos Adams,
Jr., and by the 1870s, it had become an office for the Enos Adams Co. Sometime between 1921
and 1925, the house/office was converted to a store, and in 1927, Dr. John D. Lane occupied the
house as his home and office. The building was converted back to a store by the 1950s, and is
now an optometrist’s office.

The Enos Adams Co. first operated a tannery, which Adams later converted to a pottery and a
factory for grinding quartz for the manufacture of porcelain ware. About 1865, Enos Adams &
Co. started manufacturing steam and water wheel governors. By the end of the nineteenth
century, the company was also producing mop sticks, wooden bowls, cotton batting and lumber.
The company also established a soap factory on County Street. About 1905, the business closed,
and the factory buildings were converted to a wagon shop and a garage. The Catamount
Company, which was a clothing stitching factory, occupied the complex from 1917 to about
1955, and then the entire complex was removed, except for the house, and is now a parking lot.

27. Brown and Gage Foundry/Putnam Grist Mill, 169 North Street, c. 1842, contributing
(#30 of original district)

This 2-1/2 story stone Greek Revival former industrial building is located on the east side of
North Street, just south of the Walloomsac River. It has a moderate setback from the street, a
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rectangular footprint oriented parallel to the street, and its front yard is landscaped with bushes,
walkways, and trees. Driveways on each side of the building lead to a rear parking lot. The nine-
bay by four bay symmetrical structure has fieldstone walls and a side-gable slate roof with boxed
cornices. The north end of the ridge extends slightly to form a hood for a pulley system.

Architectural trim includes molded eave and gable trim, molded gable rakes, cornice returns, bed
moldings at the eaves, a “friezeboard” made by a band of slightly projecting fieldstone, and large
stone window and door lintels. The centered front entry has a modern wood door with a vertical
round-arched Queen Anne light and matching sidelights, and a modern fanlight transom. At the
first story of the front elevation, the right three bays are spanned by a pair of full-height tripartite
multi-pane windows with wide flat-stock casings. Centered on the north gable wall are three
stacked doorways with historic six-panel doors, and in the right bay of the first story, there is a
modern paneled door. The rest of the building has regularly-spaced window openings with
twelve-over-twelve wood units.

The building was probably constructed in 1842 and is in very good condition. Alterations are
limited to the front doorway and the tripartite windows, which date to about 1978 and the 1980s,
respectively. The windows replaced two garage doors that had been installed about 1940. The
building is in very good condition. Greek Revival features include the symmetry, tall fieldstone
frieze, molded eave and gable trim, large stone lintels, and regularly-spaced windows. The
building is an excellent example of an early stone industrial building.

The building was constructed for Samuel H. Brown and his brother-in-law Gay Sanford as a
foundry. Brown (1804-1887) and Resolvy Gage first produced pig iron at the site, using iron ore
and ocher from beds located near the Walloomsac River. This foundry reportedly replaced one
built by Brown’s father and Sanford in 1811, which had burned. Brown lived in a house just
south of the foundry with his wife Sarah and family (demolished after 1980).

By about 1860, the stone building was also used as a grist mill, and Col. Olin Scott had replaced
Gage in the partnership. Scott was also the proprietor of the Bennington Machine Works on
Pleasant Street. In 1865, he bought the Eagle Iron Foundry and Machine Shop across Main
Street as well (#30). In 1867, Henry W. Putnam, one of Bennington’s most important
industrialists of the nineteenth century, bought the stone building as well as the factory across
North Street, after Scott had consolidated his interests at the Pleasant Street site.
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Putnam manufactured light hardware at these sites, and the foundry and grist mill operations
continued until the late 1880s. The building was labeled on maps and in directories from the
1860s to the 1930s as the Henry Putnam Grist Mill. After Putnam’s death in 1915, his son
acquired the property. The grist mill closed in 1938, and starting about 1940, was Carver’s Esso
Service station. Carver probably added the garage doors to the front of the building. In the late
1940s, the building was converted to the Wayside Furniture Store, and it reverted to an
automobile service station in the 1950s. In 1967, Harry Eastman bought the building, and
continued to operate it as an automobile garage. In 1978, the Bennington Coop Savings & Loan
acquired the property and converted the building to a bank. It later expanded into a new building
to the south, then moved all of its operations to the other property in 1999 (#24). The stone
building is now offices for State Farm Insurance and the Southwestern Vermont Council on
Aging.

A building known as the “feed store” stood northeast of the stone building until it was moved to
outside of the historic district in the late twentieth century. It was probably contemporaneous
with the stone building, and was a long 2-1/2 story wood frame structure that sat on the bank of
the river. It was first known as the Boynton Machine Shop. After Henry Putnam acquired the
property, he used this building first as a planing mill, and then as a tack factory. About 1910, it
was converted to storage for a fire hose cart and hoses, and then to a feed store in the 1930s. The
feed store closed in 1976.

28. John H. Moore’s Crockery House, 170 North Street, 1897, contributing (#23 of original
district)

This two-story wood frame Italianate commercial block is located on the west side of North
Street and is the most intact commercial building on North Street south of the Walloomsac River.
It abuts the sidewalk and has a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street and a
one-story rear wing. The front elevation has wood siding scored to resemble rusticated stone,
and the side elevations have aluminum siding. The flat roof includes a front parapet that is
decorated with a tall ornate cornice. There is a storefront and an oriel window at the first story.

The cornice has large scrolled brackets dividing the cornice into three bays. Between each
bracket, there are scrolled modillion blocks and a paneled friezeboard with a diamond center
flanked by incised filigrees. The front windows at the second story have flat-stock casings and
thin molded cornices. The oriel window is at the right side of the building, above the door that
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leads to the second story staircase. It has a rectangular shape, a hipped roof, and is supported by
large scrolled brackets. Its molded base continues across the building as the cornice to the
storefront. The storefront has a recessed center doorway flanked by splayed single-pane display
windows with short paneled bases and transoms infilled with blank panels. The doorway to the
storefront has a modern metal door, and the doorway to the second story staircase has a historic
wood paneled door with a vertical single-pane light. At the front elevation, the regularly-spaced
second story window openings have two-over-one wood windows, and there are paired units of
these in the oriel window. The side elevations have irregularly-spaced two-over-one windows.

The building was constructed in 1897, and is in very good condition. Italianate features include
the decorative cornice, bay window supported by scrolled brackets, and rusticated siding. The
storefront may have been altered, and its door dates to the late twentieth century. There is
probably clapboard siding surviving under the aluminum siding.

The building was constructed as John H. Moore’s Crockery House, which sold crockery,
glassware, kitchenware and hardware. About ten years later it was called the Combination Cash
Store, but sold the same items. It remained this store until about the 1930s. From the 1950s to
the 1980s, it was a paint store. After the Faller Music Store was demolished across the street, the
business moved into this building, and is still there.

29. Taylor’s Garage, 186-188 North Street, c. 1924, contributing (#26 of original district)

This brick industrial building is located on the west side of North Street. It has a two-story
yellow brick main block, a one-story brick rear wing, and a one-story concrete block rear
addition, forming a rectangular footprint oriented perpendicular to the street. The symmetrical
six bay by two bay main block has a rectangular footprint oriented parallel to the street, a
concrete foundation with a beveled underpinning, and a flat roof with a corbelled parapet. There
is a concrete beltcourse between the first and second stories, and the second story windows have
concrete sills and lintels. Centered on the first story is an open garage bay that extends into the
rear wing.

On each side of the garage bay, there is a full-height single-pane fixed window and a large
horizontal opening with full-height paired single-pane square display windows. The window
openings have leaded-glass transoms. The left transom displays a tiled sign that reads “Taylor’s”
and the right transom has a sign that reads “Garage.” The second story has six regularly-spaced
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twenty-pane metal-framed industrial windows. Each side of the building is entered through
doorways just inside the garage bay, which have wood-framed glazed doors with single-pane
transoms.

The one-story rear wing is five bays wide along each side elevation. It has a concrete foundation,
brick walls with parapets, a low-sloped gabled roof, and concrete window sills. There are
regularly-spaced tripartite metal-framed multi-pane industrial windows. The northwest corner of
the wing is connected to a corner of a building associated with the industrial complex to the north
(#30). The rear addition is three bays wide along each side elevation, and has a flat roof and

concrete block walls. There are regularly-spaced twenty-four pane metal-framed industrial
windows.

The main block and rear wing were probably constructed in 1924, and do not appear to have had
any major alterations. The rear addition was added after 1956. The building is a good example
of an early twentieth century industrial resource, and is in very good condition. The building was
constructed as Taylor’s Garage, and operated by Walter B. Taylor. Taylor had been the
proprietor of the Putnam House livery (#), which was converted to the Putnam House Garage in
the 1910s. Taylor’s Garage closed about 1945, and the building was converted to the Bennington
Manufacturing Company, which produced Reis underwear and sportswear. In the early 1950s,
this company closed and the North Radio and Liggett-Bosworth Motor Sales company moved in.
This closed by the end of the 1950s. During the 1960s, the building was used as storage.

30. Eagle Iron Works/Putnam Hardware Manufactory, 190 North Street, c. 1845,
contributing (#28 of original district)

This brick industrial complex is located on the west side of North Street and on the south bank of
the Walloomsac River. The property stretches west to Depot Street. The complex is comprised
of several attached one-story buildings that have a large setback from North Street, which line the
river and are directly adjacent to the building to the south (#29). There is also a small detached
building that is southeast of the attached structures (A).

The main building, which faces North Street, originally stood alone. It is twelve bays wide,
symmetrical, and has a rectangular footprint oriented parallel to the street. It is of brick masonry
construction, w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>